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On Oct. 10-11, over 4,500 Salvadoran refugees who had resided at the Mesa Grande camp in
Honduras, returned to their places of origin in Cabanas, Chalatenango and Usulutan departments
(see CAU 10/14/87). This unprecedented move by the Salvadoran government was reportedly an
effort to comply with the regional peace accord signed on Aug. 7 by the five Central American
presidents. Since then, however, the former refugees have been subjected to unprovoked
harassment by the Salvadoran authorities. A partial report of such incidents appeared in the
11/27/87 issue of CAU. More recent incidents are described below. * On Nov. 26, 27-year-old Pedro
Lopez, resident of the resettlement community in Guarjila, Chalatenango department, was captured
by two soldiers from the First Military Detachment. The soldiers stopped Lopez and asked him
for information on the whereabouts of one of the leaders of the resettlement community. When
he replied that he could not help them, the soldiers attempted to take him to their barracks in the
town of Chalatenango. Community residents reportedly surrounded the soldiers, and prevented
them from taking Lopez. * On Dec. 1, soldiers occupied the repopulated town of San Jose las Flores,
Chalatenango department, and captured the town's school teacher, Rufino Mejia, along with his
wife and two daughters. The military is also preventing deliveries of food and other supplies in
the area. A US delegation organized by the Interfaith Office on Accompaniment and representing
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the sister city of San Jose las Flores was present when the military
occupation of the community occurred. The delegation met with army officers, and demanded the
release of Mejia and his family. The family was apparently released, but the teacher is still being
held. * Another repopulated community in Chalatenango, Arcatao, has been occupied by soldiers
for over a month. Harassment of the civilian population has included planting mines in areas
surrounding local residences. Arcatao's teacher Francisco Rivera was "disappeared," and found
with his throat slashed on Nov. 25. * On Dec. 1, Pedro Pablo Mendez, 54, resident of the resettlement
community in Santa Marta, Cabanas department, was captured and severely beaten. Mendez and
his wife, Amparo Cruz Mendez, had traveled to the town of Sensuntepeque on a shopping trip.
In the early afternoon, two soldiers approached them at the public market, and forced Mendez
to accompany them to a small house used as a guardpost on the outskirts of town. Mendez was
accused of being a member of the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front), and later,
of aiding the rebels. When Mendez denied the accusations, the soldiers threatened to kill him, and
then proceeded to beat him. After more than an hour of beatings and threats while Amparo Cruz
Mendez was obligated to wait outside the soldiers informed Mendez that he had to report back
in 15 days with information on the activities of Santa Marta residents. Before permitting him to
leave, Mendez was threatened with another beating and worse if he told anyone that he had been
stopped and questioned. On Dec. 2, Mendez traveled to San Salvador, accompanied by church
personnel, to receive medical attention for a fractured rib and internal injuries. Sensuntepeque and
surrounding villages, including Santa Marta, are under the jurisdiction and patrol of soldiers from
the Second Military Detachment, headquartered in Sensuntepeque. [Basic data from newsbriefs
by Going Home (Interfaith Campaign in Support of Salvadoran Refugees Returning from Exile in
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Mesa Grande-Washington, DC; 202/635-5540) and CUANES-Christian Urgent Action Network for
Emergency Support, 2352 W. Wilson, Chicago, IL 60625.]
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